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GOOD DIRT 
October 4, 2026 

 
Prelude  

Scripture: Philippians 3:4b-14—Joyce Gross 

Seed—Teresa Moser 

All:     I want to know you, Jesus 

One:      Whatever gains I had 

        I now regard as loss 

All:      I want to know you, Jesus 

One:    That I may gain you, Jesus 

        And be found in you 

All:      I want to know you, Jesus 

One:    To know the power of your resurrection 

       And the sharing of your compassion 

All:     I want to know you, Jesus 

One:        Becoming like you in your death  

       To attain the resurrection from the dead 

All:       I want to know you, Jesus 

One:        Forgetting what lies behind 

       And straining forward to what lies ahead 

All:         I want to know you, Jesus 

One:        I press on toward the goal 

       For the prize of the heavenly call of Christ Jesus 

All:         I want to know you, Jesus 

 

Song: VT 4 Christ Is Our Cornerstone –Teresa Moser, Chris Terrell 

Soil: What’s something that you’ve been scared of but 

aren’t scared of anymore? What helped you to overcome 

that fear?? 

 

What’s something that currently scares you? What do you 

think you could do to help you overcome that fear? Do you 

think it would be worth it? 
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Sharing—Peter Epp, Judy Nord 

Shining—Linda Dibble 

Mustard Seeds—Mark Nord 

Song: VT 596 Don’t Be Afraid 

Message: “I Sang 4-part on the 8th Day!: Western Mennonites,  

                            Fear, & Communion” --Peter Epp 

 

Sprout—Peter Epp 

What fear do you feel called to bring up with you to the 

communion table today? As you receive the gift of 

communion while thinking about your fear, take note of 

anything you’re feeling in your body, mind, and spirit. 

Allow yourself to simply be curious about what Jesus 

might have to say to you about it.  

 

Roots: Communion 

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross—Foxglove Singers 

  VT 809 Sing a New World into Being 

 

Benediction—Peter Epp  

Sending: VT 777 Seeds/VT 832 The Lord Lift You Up 

(People in front pews stand and face the back) 

 

 

 

Bringing It Home 

Today's service is based on the Proper 22 (Ordinary Time) entry in The Soil 

& The Seed Project's Little Liturgies (Year A). Free copies of the book are 

available under the mailboxes, and you can access it online by going to 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14T2fV_Fp3GzALZ9w-

4Sg55NbSYOMlu_M/view?usp=sharing or as a podcast by going to 

https://www.thesoilandtheseedproject.org/audio-liturgies . Please use these 

resources by yourself or with others to allow God's Word to take root at 

home.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14T2fV_Fp3GzALZ9w-4Sg55NbSYOMlu_M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14T2fV_Fp3GzALZ9w-4Sg55NbSYOMlu_M/view?usp=sharing
https://www.thesoilandtheseedproject.org/audio-liturgies


 

Land Acknowledgement 

 

As we gather on this soil cultivated by generations of ancestors, we 

remember the Louis Band Santiam Kalapuyans who are the first 

caretakers of this soil. 

Seeking to root ourselves in God’s Word, we remember that God’s 

Word teaches us to seek truth, pursue justice and work for healing. 

Seeking truth, we testify that settler ancestors stole the land from the 

first people. 

Those of us who benefit and those of us who hurt from the theft of this 

good dirt commit ourselves to the ongoing work of building 

relationships, dismantling injustice, and co-creating a flourishing 

future. 

 

 

* To participate in a land acknowledgement is to make a commitment 

to action. Here’s a list of options for what you can do: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Oz5ybSOM38a9kBZx8gj0Cm

bMDD_6Pzs1zfynv5KvS7M/edit?tab=t.0 

 

**If you’re doing something to take action or if you’d like to join 

others who are taking action, please pass that on to a member of the 

AMC Anti-Racism Team: Chris Nord, Anja Schaefkofer, Peter Epp, 

Shelley Butler, or Jaqui Eicher 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Oz5ybSOM38a9kBZx8gj0CmbMDD_6Pzs1zfynv5KvS7M/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Oz5ybSOM38a9kBZx8gj0CmbMDD_6Pzs1zfynv5KvS7M/edit?tab=t.0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bake for the Sale! 

 

 

The Oregon Mennonite Relief Sale will be at the 

Linn County Fair & Expo on Saturday, October 10 

The Seniors are not the only ones invited to bake for 

the MCC Festival! Everybody loves to take home 

goodies, but we need folks to make them.  

 

There are many take home pans on the little table in 

the foyer. If at all possible, fill them with brownies, 

sweet rolls, pies or breads and bring to the Oregon 

Mennonite Festival for World relief at the Linn 

County Fair & Expo Center.  

 

The baked goods collection spot has moved to the 

Willamette building (the first big building). You can 

drop off baked goods on Friday (set up day) or bring 

them first thing on Saturday.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sunday School Classes & Teachers 

10-10:45am 

Grade Room Teachers 

Opening 303 Chris Nord (1st Sunday of 

the month) 

Kinder-

Grade 2 

304 Jill & Ben Baker, Lena 

Ferris (sub) 

Grades 

3-5 

301 Brett Tieszen & Chris 

Nord 

Grades 

6-8 

107 Nate Ebbs, Mike Baker 

High 

School 

The 

“Loft” 

Jaqui Eicher & Shanda 

Hochstetler 

Young 

Adults 

Bethany 

Center 

Sara Rempel & Jocelyn 

Baker, Facilitators 



Here’s what’s coming up this Fall: 

 
2nd/4th Sundays @ 12:15 Youth Lunch– bring a game or craft 

 

October 10 10am-noon  MCC Sale Art– lead an art activity for 

  kids at the sale (Albany Fair & Expo Center) 

October 30 7-9pm Halloween Party with Creepy Fun Games! 

 Join in the spooky time at Tom & Katie Leggate’s  

December 13 6-8:30pm Bunco Party @ Rich 

& Twila’s   Food! Bunco! Prizes! 

Loads of Love 

October 8 & 

December 10 

8:30am-noon 

If you want hands 

on experience 

being a part, talk 

to Julia Todd 

541-405-8967 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Service  
Announcement 

 
 

 

A memorial service for Sheila Mathieson, 

sister/niece to Virginia Schlabach, will be held 

Sunday afternoon, October 11 @ 3pm in the 

Fireside room.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in learning about small 

groups at AMC or have interest in becoming 

part of a small group, please contact Joyce 

Gross.  She can be reached by phone call or 

text at 208-697-6287, by email at 

chocol8fans@gmail.com or chat with her in 

person. 

tel:(208)%20697-6287
mailto:chocol8fans@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

October 7 10am at AMC—You are invited to bring a 

recipe (or two) of peppernut dough to roll out. Or, 

simply come for the fun of rolling and cutting these 

sought after spicy treats. You may also come with your 

own recipes to bake your favorite goodies. 

 There will also be a “Cut the Cheese” party going on 

as well. Lots of hands are needed! 

 

October 21 10am at AMC—more personal stories with 

Don & Freida Brandt and Kathleen Aeschliman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Just Rest!” 

 
Is the theme of this year’s 

Mindfulness and Meditation 

Retreat led by spiritual director 

Juel Russell on November 6-8 at 

Harbor Villa Retreat Center, 

Rockaway Beach on the Oregon 

coast. For more information go 

to her website 

www.peaceonyourjourney.com 

or speak with Teresa Moser. 

http://www.peaceonyourjourney.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Outreach project for September was very 

successful. We made 349 school kits to deliver 

to the barn.  

There were even more donations, so AMC is 

sending $1,052 to MCC for this project. This 

might be used for shipping or supplies.  

 

Thank you so much to Judy and Don Bacher for 

all their efforts to gather materials, make bags 

and organize the filling party. Thanks for all the 

many hands involved, from giving money to 

helping stuff bags.  

What a great effort! Thanks so much for 

supporting MCC School Kits! 

My Coins Count                    

collection every Sunday until the 

MCC Festival! 

Bring your change, bills or 

checks with “My Coins Count” 

in the memo. 

It’s a great time to clear out your 

change jar! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in Albany on Saturday, October 10 

The Online Auction has begun! It runs Saturday, October 3, 9 a.m. - 

Wednesday, October 7, 9 p.m. 

Come check out the items: http://tiny.cc/mccoregon2026 

 

 

In person event: Saturday, October 10, 8 a.m. 

Linn County Expo Center, Albany, Oregon 

  

Join us on October 10 for a live auction*, kids' activities, baked goods, 

breakfast, lunch, and all kinds of booths: handmade goods, fabric & 

craft supplies, used books, and fair trade items. Proceeds support 

world relief through the work of Mennonite Central Committee. 

*Auction includes quilts, experiences, handcrafted items, tools, 

furniture, and more.  

 

More information at: https://www.oregonmccsale.org/ 

 

Or find us on Facebook: facebook.com/OregonMCCSale 

. 

Let us know if you can help by emailing: 

oregon_mcc_sale@googlegroups.com

 

 

http://tiny.cc/mccoregon2026
http://tiny.cc/mccoregon2026
https://www.oregonmccsale.org/
mailto:oregon_mcc_sale@googlegroups.com
mailto:oregon_mcc_sale@googlegroups.com
mailto:oregon_mcc_sale@googlegroups.com
mailto:oregon_mcc_sale@googlegroups.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Unexpected God” VIDEO SERIES 

Join Carolyn Heggen and Julia Todd as they facilitate 

Meghan Good’s (former AMC pastor) teaching/video 

series exploring how Jesus reshapes everything we 

thought we knew about God. 

 It will begin October 18th and run for 6 weeks during 

the Sunday School hour in the Fireside Room at 10 

a.m.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week: 

 Today 10am Sunday School for all youth! 

ICE Statement Feedback in the Fireside room 

Coffee & Conversation in Bethany Center 

  11am Worship: Growing in Good Dirt 

 Monday   Gleaners set up Bethany Center 

 Tuesday 9:00am-5:00pm Gleaners @ AMC 

 Wed 10:00am Senior Fellowship Baking in the kitchen 

 Thursday 10:00am sewing 

 Friday set up day for festival at the Fair & Expo Center 

 Saturday 8am-2pm Oregon Festival for World Relief @                          

Linn County Fair & Expo 

 Sunday 10am Sunday School for all youth! 

Coffee & Conversation in Bethany Center 

  11am Worship: Growing in Good Dirt 

 

    

   

   

    

    

   

Greeters  
Today: Judy Stutzman Next week: Louise Newswanger 
  
Zoom  
Today: Phil Rempel   Next week: Chris Nord 
   
Sound         
Today: Jon Dilbone  Next week: Nate Ebbs   
  
Nursery  
Today: Breanne Wiebe Next week: Katie Leggate   
   
Usher 
Today: Donna Miller  Next week: Mark Nord  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albany Mennonite 

Church 

https://www.albanymennonitechurch.org 
3405 Kizer Ave NE 

Albany OR 97322 

541-926-1443 

office@albanymennonite.org 

 

Peter Epp 
Pastor 

Available Monday-Thursdays 9am-5pm by email or cell 

Pastor.Peter@albanymennonite.org 

Cell: 541-990-3153 

 

Brent Kauffman 
Visitation Pastor 

541-409-3336 

 

Jaqui Eicher 
Youth Coordinator 

Jaqui.eicher@gmail.com 

503-302-8103 

  

  

  

 Thank you for your continued support.  
9/20/26 Attendance: 103 

9/27/26 AMC retreat 

Offerings 9/2026: $,1441 

9/27/26: $3,361 

Outreach projects: Nepal-$250 

Kanjemi- $150 

 Offerings can be sent to 

 Albany Mennonite Church  

3405 Kizer Ave NE  

Albany OR 97322 
    

   Easy Tithe link:  

https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/albanymennonitechurch 

  

mailto:https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/albanymennonitechurch

